= 7 " INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSION
o | UNITED STATES AND CANADA

June 7, 2005 o o -

Ey.

‘% = . The Honorable Condoleezza Rice
: - Secretary of State -

U.S. Department of State

2201 C Strest, NW

Washingten, DC 20520

Dear Secretary Rice:

o As requested by U. S. Enviroments] Protection Agzncy (EPA) Region 2, the —
..™  Intemational Joint Commission {Commission) has completed its review of the Stage 3 Remedual.'
- Action Plan (RAP) for the Oswego River Area of Concemn (AOC) in accordance with its role .
under the 1987 Protocol 1o the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement. This RAP process is
notable because it is the first U.S, effort to reach this stage of environmental restoration.

e

‘ The Commission determined that to the extent that the RAP can have influence over local . .-
conditions, beneficial uses in the Oswego River AOC have been restared to the maximum extent “
practicable, and the Oswego River should o longer be considered an AOC. Attached isacopy
of the Commission’s letter of comment to the U.S. EPA ch:on 2 ad-.r:.sing that it should promd
with the delisting process. _

Federal, state, and locsl govemments are to be commended for their achievements, The
Commission welcomed the opportunity to review the Stage 3 RAP and anticipates the successful
delisting of the Oswego River AOC. Consistent with its current policy, the Commission intends
10 releasc these comuments to the public.
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L A similar letter is being sent to the Canadian Minster of Foreign Affairs. Shouldyou = .
' “ have any questions or if yau require further aesierance, please fee] free to eontact us, . T

Yours sincerely, -

P pesmsowec.cede

Chair, Linit es Section : Chair, Canadian Section 1
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~ Irene B, Brooks ' : Robext Gourd
Commissioner, United States Section Comnmissioner, Canadian Section

Allen L Olson . .
Commissioner, United States Section .
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